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A Message From Candice

We are a few days into the 21 day National lock down and for businesses that
are not providing essential services this means our doors are closed. It also
means we get to spend time at home with our families and we get to connect
with them. This is also an excellent opportunity for each of us to reflect on
ourselves and find a way to reinvent and rediscover who we are and who we
are going to emerge as, once the lock down is over and we attempt to recover
and return to normality. 

For those of us who can work from home, let's keep doing what we can to
ensure our businesses remain running. It is a unique opportunity for us to
creatively look at our businesses, restrategise, plan and setup contingency
measures for the future, should an eventuality like this occur again. Remember
that even though the business has to be closed, you can still be active on
Social Media and connect with new prospects. This lock down is not the end of
the road, it is a time for us to find our resilience. Start planning your activities
and put action plans into place so that at the end of the 21 days you can hit the
ground running.
I also have faith that if we repent, pray and seek God during this time, He will
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hear our prayers and heal our land and people, as the bible teaches us in:
 

2 Chronicles 7:14 New Living Translation
(NLT)
14 Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven
and will forgive their sins and restore their land.

AND
 

1 John 5:14 New Living Translation (NLT)
14 And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that
pleases him.  

I want to encourage all of you to stay strong, this too will pass! Every storm
must come to an end!
 
Stay Safe & God Bless

Candice

Lock Down: SME Debt Relief Fund

The Department for Small Business Development has taken measures to
ensure the continuity and sustainability of SME's in South Africa during the lock
down period. They understand that the negative effects of the lock down will be
shown in the SME sector. As such, they have put together a platform that all
SME's can use to apply for Debt Relief from the Government. It is important to
note that you must be able to prove the financial impact that the 21 day lock
down has on your business and the fund will only assist in helping you with this
impact, it cannot be used for businesses that were in financial distress prior to
the lock down.



The application process and will take you no more than 15 minutes to
complete. What you will need to provide:
- Your personal details
- Shareholder details
- Employee count
- Annual Turnover amount
- Tax Number (Business)
- Details of how the lock down is impacting your business

Once submitted, your application will be reviewed and feedback will be sent to
you by the Department.

We urge businesses to apply to the fund honestly and accurately for two
reasons:
1. Your application will be assessed and any attempts to claim falsely could see
your entire application rejected.
2. There are many businesses that need assistance, be considerate to your
fellow business owners by only applying for amounts that are essential to
business continuity. We all need to recover from this crisis.

Apply to the fund here.

https://smmesa.gov.za/


Interest Rates Are Too Low To Ignore!

As a property investor myself, the news of the drop in interest rates by 100
basis points had me smiling. This presents a unique opportunity to Property
Investors and Property Buyers to enter the market and make that purchase. We
are already in a Buyers Market which gives us the ability to negotiate on price
and the low rates mean low bond repayments. Owning property is the key to
wealth creation, now is the right time to buy property, and we can expect more
opportunities in property, after the lock down period has passed.



If you are looking for great deals on Investment Property, have a look at
Property Pick. I Co-Founded this platform with the objective of connecting
Property Investors and Sellers. I know the struggles of looking for the right
property and then sourcing the right service providers to help you develop the
property. Property Pick solves all these problems and makes investing in
property and selling property quick, convenient and simple. 

6 Ways to Future-proof your Business
against COVID-19 

"Instead of killing your marketing spend, you should view this as an

unprecedented opportunity to reach your customers while most of your

customers are at home under lockdown, and many are turning to social

media, videos and the internet more regularly for support, information

and entertainment. They don’t have meetings or interruptions as when

they are office-based, and you have an opportunity to stand out, for your

content to connect and resonate with your audience, like never before.
‘Fortunately’ for us, this disaster has hit us during the digital age which is all
about connectivity - allowing businesses to interact with customers online;
maintain customer relationships and future-proof their businesses.
This strategy will allow your business to be top of mind, during the storm and
once it has passed. 
Below we explore a few practical ways you can take advantage of this
unexpected opportunity and come out ahead of an otherwise unfortunate
situation. 
 
1. Move to Digital 
Digitally transform your business; hold your meetings and events online using
programs such as Skype, Zoom and Google Hangouts. Run webinars to equip

See article below that I received via email and thought I will share it with you all.
Some good insights which I have already started applying.
 

http://www.propertypick.co.za/


your customers with the skills that they still need and want. With many events,
restaurants and bars have closed down for the unforeseeable future, people will
have more time on their hands than ever. 
If you don’t have social media, set it up now. If you are a creative or a business
that doesn’t have an online shop, create one now. 
By using social media and digital marketing, you are virtually face-to-face with
your customers (and potential customers) without putting them, your staff or
business at risk. Not only will you be able to build relationships and support
them digitally, but more importantly, you’ll be able to continue to sell your
business’s products and services online, which is beneficial to your bottom line.

 2. Move to the Cloud
If you haven’t already moved all your company files to the cloud, now is the
time to do so. Google Drive, Microsoft Box, Dropbox are easy to use and within
minutes, you have have your business fully backed up and accessible
anywhere in the world. Share folders with clients and work on documents at the
same time, plus never lose documents again due to crashed harddrives, or
stolen laptops.

3. Set up Click Funnels
Now more than ever is the time to build those click funnels you haven’t had
time to get around to building - they create a top-performing lead-generation
journey for your customers, so that when we emerge from this dark night, you
can switch them on, and the leads can come pouring in. Click funnels are
designed to not only make sales more seamless, but also lead your client step-
by-step through the online purchasing process. 

4. Set up a Productive Office Space
We all know how distracting TV and social media is, especially for those not
used to managing their own time, in their own homes. What I learnt early on as
an entrepreneur, is to set up a work space for yourself where you aren’t
distracted by TV and social media. The space that you should create should be
neat and organised with minimal distractions. 
Switch the TV off! Create a schedule and set aside time for yourself to go on
Instagram, watch the news or binge on a few episodes on Netflix (not all in the
same day!), maybe as a reward for completing a task. 
Get up early, shower and get dressed as if you are going to work. If you’re
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going to work from home, you need to make sure you actually are able to work
from home!
 
5. Content Creation
Most companies are very focused on sales, take this time to build your brand
and stand out from your competitors.
It is time to create informative content, write blogs and articles, create videos
and podcasts that are relevant to your audience. 
Your audience will want to be productive during this forced time off or at home
so now is the time to educate your customers on your services and products -
why not hold free webinars with live Q and A sessions? Live Facebook or
Instagram streaming is also a fantastic way to build rapport with your audience
during this down time.
Pull together your helpful articles and blog posts and create an eBook for your
audience or publish a printed book for sale via your click funnels.

6. Technology is your Friend 
 Remember that technology was built for times like these, technology is your
friend and can make your life easier and will make you more productive and
efficient. 
 

Whatsapp is a great way to stay in touch with clients - reach out, let them
know that you care and that you are still available. Many of our clients run
their businesses via Whatsapp, it’s a brilliant way to communicate with
your branches, suppliers, staff and customers.

 

Webinars are a fantastic alternative for conferences and events - if you
need to cancel or postpone an event, or even have an idea for a new
event or conference, hold it online. 

 

Use social media platforms to share your content and reach your
audience. Remember that these online platforms will be replacing the
social contact that people usually experience offline. Apps like Hootsuite
help you schedule content, and Canva helps you create artwork without



paying a designer.

 

Live video streaming (Facebook or Instagram, YouTube or Twitter) is a
brilliant way to connect with your audience - share a bit about your
business, do a live unboxing of new products, or hold a live Q and A
session. 

 

Facebook groups are also a great way of staying in touch with clients and
others in your field. Sign up to our Facebook group, Digital Marketers
Unite here and see what we are doing in this fun space.
 
Managing projects and employees remotely doesn’t need to be daunting
or difficult. Download Asana for group project management to stay on top
of deadlines and share tasks.
 
Slack, another incredible application, is perfect to use for remote
collaborations and is a better solution that email in many cases.
 
Google Drive, MS Box or Dropbox are also all great and easy options for
saving both private and shared documents onto the cloud.
 
Build your websites quickly and easily on Shopify or Wix. Businesses can
now also set up a Facebook store that connects with Instagram for a
quicker way to build your online shop, we can also build one for you using
WordPress and WooCommerce if you want it built professionally. 

While we are all feeling the anxiety brought about by COVID-19 and the
economic difficulties and challenges resulting from the virus and its impact on
around the globe, it is important to not become disheartened. Take proactive
steps to protect yourself, loved ones and business. 
Follow the guidelines set out by the government of your country to stay safe
and flatten the curve. 
Create and implement your business’ social media and digital marketing
strategies today.”
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We are currently in the process of completing my new website
www.candicevanwyk.com. I will use this platform to continue sharing ideas,
insights and thoughts on how you can grow and expand on your business.

Due to the Coronavirus outbreak we had to cancel our SME Women Event
which was going to cover the topic of How To Build Your Business and
Personal Brand. As a Business Coach and Mentor, not being able to speak
people face to face has been a challenge, because this is something I am very
passionate about. We are however very fortunate to live in a Digital Era. The
links to my Social Media Platforms are below, be sure to connect with me and
ask me any of your business related questions. I look forward to continue
supporting you in your business through the online channels I have available to
all my subscribers.

Follow me and let’s stay connected via my social media platforms.

Cheers
Candice

http://www.candicevanwyk.com/
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